





























































and	personal	 lives	of	 international	 students.	A	 survey	was	 conducted	among	100	 international	
students	who	attend	a	private	college	[Griffith	College	Dublin]	in	Ireland	and	interview	questions	
were	generated	from	the	findings	of	the	survey.	The	specific	obejctives	of	this	study	was	to	find	
out	 the	 impact	 social	 network	 sites	 have	 on	 international	 college	 students	 especially	 in	 their	
academic	 and	 personal	 lives;	 the	 positive	 and	 negative	 impacts	 of	 social	 networking	 on	
international	 college	 students	 and	 to	 find	 out	what	 other	 purposes	 international	 students	 use	
social	network	sites	for.	Data	collected	found	out	that	to	keep	in	contact	with	family	and	friends	
both	 in	 their	 home	 country	 and	 in	 Ireland,	 international	 students	use	 social	 network	 sites	 like	
Facebook,	Twitter	and	Instagram.	Majority	of	the	participants	reported	spending	at	least	1	to	12	
hours	per	day	on	social	network	sites	and	also	a	vast	majority	of	the	participants	use	social	network	
sites	7	days	 in	a	week.	From	the	data	gathered,	 social	network	sites	have	helped	 international	
students	improve	their	academic	lives	through	the	creation	of	class	groups	on	some	social	network	
sites	and	their	interactions	with	their	lecturers	on	social	network	sites.	The	main	findings	suggest	
international	 students	are	 sometimes	able	 to	discuss	 in-class	 lectures	with	 their	 classmates	on	
social	network	sites,	they	communicate	with	their	family	and	friends	frequently	via	social	network	
sites	and	are	able	to	express	themselves	in	a	great	deal	on	social	network	sites	than	face	to	face	
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Figure	21-	How	often	 is	 the	 communication	with	 your	 family	 and	 friends	back	home	on	 social	
network	sites?	
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also	 admit	 students	 from	 all	 over	 the	 world;	 it	 has	 a	 strong	 international	 presence	 that	 has	




“the	 international	 activities	 of	 universities	 dramatically	 expanded	 in	 volume,	 scope,	 and	
complexity	 during	 the	 past	 two	 decades.	 These	 activities	 range	 from	 traditional	 study-abroad	
programs,	allowing	students	to	learn	about	other	cultures,	to	providing	access	to	higher	education	
in	countries	where	local	institutions	cannot	meet	the	demand”	(p.	290).	
This	dissertation	compares	 international	students	 in	 Ireland	and	social	network	site	usage.	The	
purpose	 is	 to	 investigate	 the	 implications	 of	 social	 network	 sites	 on	 international	 students’	





it	also	created	a	content	were	users	could	surf	 the	 friend's	 list.	From	2003	onward,	many	new	








p.	 266).	 As	 the	 social	 media	 community	 and	 user-generated	 content	 grew,	 networking	 sites	

















purpose	of	study	over	a	shorter	or	 longer	period.’	 In	April	2015,	 it	was	reported	that	there	has	
been	a	25%	increase	in	international	students	studying	in	Ireland	since	2012	(Ireland,	2015),	this	
is	however	a	proof	that	the	number	of	international	students	in	Ireland	is	increasing.	
International	 students,	 not	 only	 have	 to	 deal	 with	 the	 trouble	 associated	 with	 being	 college	
students	in	a	foreign	country,	but	they	also	have	to	learn	to	adapt	to	a	different	culture	–	which	






‘’international	 students	 also	 experience	 homesickness,	 interpersonal	 isolation,	 and	 difficulty	












While	 another	 research	paper	by	Chalawadi	 and	Dinesh	 (2016)	 revealed	 that	 the	 internet	 and	
social	network	sites	can	affect	student’s	academic	performance	and	its	addiction	can	be	positive	


















































































depends	 on	 other	 sources	 such	 as	 parents,	 friends,	 and	 teachers.	 There	 are	 strong	 collective	























‘’A	 composite	way,	 linking	 information	communication	 technologies	 (ICT)	with	 their	associated	






used	 by	 individuals	 and	 the	 e-mail	 that	 is	 primarily	 used	 for	 work,	 but	 is	 now	 more	
personal.		
2. Interactive	play	media:		These	are	mostly	computer	based	and	video	games.	However,	it	




channel	 for	 recovering	 information	 are	 they	 bow	 radio-data	 services	 and	 broadcast	
teletext.		
4. The	collective	participatory	media	 includes	 the	use	of	 the	 Internet	 for	exchanging	and	
sharing	 ideas,	 experiences,	 information	 and	 developing	 active	 relationships.	 This	 is	
“computer-mediated”.		
	 16	
With	 the	 development	 of	 the	 Internet,	 various	 kinds	 of	 communities	 have	 been	 created	 for	
individuals	 with	 similar	 interest.	 Berger	 (2012)	 states	 that	 individuals	 now	 spend	many	 hours	




and	 intuitive	 tool	 for	 researching	 quantitative	 data	 statistics	 and	 related	 information”	 -	 	 also	
reports	that	the	top	three	ranked	social	network	sites	as	of	April	2016	are	Facebook,	WhatsApp	









Pandit	 (2007)	 also	 identifies	 that	 governments	 in	 some	 country	 have	 come	 with	 different	




in	 place	 ‘’package	 of	 incentives’’	 to	 make	 Britain	 an	 even	 more	 attractive	 destination	 for	
international	 students;	 also,	 in	 Australia,	 a	 government	 agency	 –	 Australian	 Education	
International	 -	 works	 with	 universities	 to	 attract	 international	 students	 and	 to	 ensure	 that	




beliefs	during	 their	graduate	studies.	During	 the	years	of	 studying,	 they	create	 friendships	and	
have	personal	interactions	like	doing	class	projects	together	and	establishing	exchange	programs	
after	they	complete	their	graduate	studies	(Bista	and	Foster,	2016).	
The	 contact	 between	 international	 and	 domestic	 students	 in	 a	 country	 is	 seen	 as	 a	 highly	
important	factor	in	achieving	the	aforementioned	aims	of	internalization,	as	studies	have	shown	













and	 for	 these	 reasons	 international	 students	 believe	 that	 institutions	 should	 create	 more	
international	opportunities	to	‘’exchange	cultures	and	experience	different	education	and	learning	
styles.’’			
According	 to	 Strategy	 Group	 (2011,	 p.	 81),	 the	 Organization	 for	 Economic	 Cooperation	 and	
Development	 (OECD)	also	 recognises	many	benefits	of	 internationalisation	 in	higher	education	






on	home	students’	perceptions	of	 international	 students	 in	a	university	 in	Dublin,	and	another	
research	 study	 explores	 the	 issue	 of	 international	 students	when	 she	 did	 a	 research	 study	 on	
diversity.		
Finally,	strategy	Group	(2011,	p.	81)	reports	that	International	education	is	seen	as	an	investment	
in	 Ireland’s	 global	 relationships	 today,	 as	 Ireland’s	 economy	 depends	 on	 ‘’innovation-driven	
industry	and	exports’’;	its	vital	role	is	to	promote	Ireland’s	international	profile,	strengthening	ties	
with	Ireland's	diaspora	and	building	up	another	worldwide	system	of	impact	among	Irish-taught	
graduated	class	who	will	go	about	as	supporters	and	operators	of	 Irish	 interests	 in	parts	of	the	
world.		
2.4-The	General	Use	of	Social	Network	Sites	







can	 view	 the	 new	media	 as	 ‘’a	 product	 of	 political,	 economic	 and	 social	 product	 that	 are	 of	
technological	endeavour.’’	The	media	generally	does	not	 influence	the	way	 individuals	see	and	
experience	the	world	they	live	in,	but	are	also	products	of	this	same	world.			













p.2)	 defines	 social	 media	 as	 an	 ‘’umbrella’’	 that	 covers	 a	 group	 of	 ‘’web-based	 software	
applications,	the	content	generated	by	users	of	those	applications	and	the	services	that	make	both	
accessible	to	just	about	anyone	in	a	web	browser.’’	They	further	explain	(p.2)	that	social	media	













These	networked	publics,	 as	 stated	by	Boyd	 (2014,	 p,	 65)	 are	publics	 that	 are	 restructured	by	
networked	technologies.		
Further	 explaining	 that	 the	 networked	 publics	 are	 publics	 both	 in	 the	 sense	 of	 an	 imagined	




‘’Persistence,	 that	 deals	 with	 the	 longevity	 of	 online	 participants	 and	 content;	 visibility,	 the	
potential	 audience	 who	 can	 bear	 witness;	 spreadability;	 the	 ease	 with	 which	 content	 can	 be	
shared;	and	searchability	which	is	the	ability	to	find	content’’	(Boyd,	2014,	p.11).	
Persistence	 enables	 individuals	 to	 share	 contents	 through	 social	 media,	 these	 contents	 allow	
interactions	 to	 take	 place	 over	 time.	 An	 example	 of	 this	 is	 when	 a	message	 is	 sent	 via	 social	
network	sites	and	isn’t	read	immediately;	the	message	remains	there	until	it	is	read	or	deleted	by	
the	 receiver.	 ‘’Persistence	means	 conversations	 conducted	 through	 social	 media	 are	 far	 from	
ephemeral	(lasting	for	a	very	short	time);	the	endure.’’		(Boyd,	2014,	p.11).	
Sharing	and	accessing	of	contents	 from	longer	distances	 increases	the	visibility	of	any	message	




Boyd	(2014)	 is	of	 the	opinion	that	most	social	network	sites	are	created	to	spread	 information	
whether	 through	 links,	 reposting/reblogging	 or	 favouriting	 tools	 that	 help	 to	 repost	 texts	 or	
images	or	just	something	as	easy	as	coping	and	pasting	contents	from	one	social	network	sites	to	

















Involving	 in	 informal	 groups,	 and	 formal	 youth	 engagement	 opportunities;	 exploring	 identity,	



















opportunity	 to	 gather	 en	 masses	 with	 friends,	 acquaintances,	 classmates,	 and	 other	 young	
people.”	This	means	that	social	networking	sites	are	an	easy	platform	for	young	youths	to	have	
conversations	with	the	people	in	their	lives.	
In	 his	 academic	 research,	 Rahman	 (2014)	 discovers	 that	 Chinese	 international	 students	 use	 a	
popular	social	site	in	China	called	‘QQ’	is	used	exclusively	to	keep	in	touch	with	their	family	and	







that	 college	 students	 follow	 Twitter	 users	 that	 are	 professional	 journalists	 working	 for	 news	
organization	or	freelance	journalists	to	get	information	about	current	and	pass	news.		
2.5-The	Positive	and	Negative	Impact	of	Social	Networking	on	Young	People		
Ten	years	ago,	young	people	may	have	only	been	 in	 touch	with	 friends	and	peer-groups	when	







age	of	18	and	29	 (76%)	 spend	a	 significant	portion	of	 their	daily	 life	 interacting	 through	social	
networks.	
Interacting	through	social	network	sites	on	a	daily	basis	has	led	to	obsession	and	addiction	to	it.	In	











young	 people’s	 use	 of	 social	 network	 sites	 amplifies	 the	 notion	 that	 the	 current	 generation	 is	
uncontrollably	hooked	and	addicted	on	new	technologies	and	this	has	led	some	to	the	inability	of	
them	to	fully	control	their	lives	(Boyd,	2014).		



































































For	 international	college	students,	the	main	reason	why	they	are	 in	a	foreign	 land	is	to	receive	
sound	 education.	 Palfrey	 and	 Gasser	 (2010,	 p.	 239)	 write	 that	 learning	 has	 undergone	 a	






































and	 Gasser	 (2010,	 p.	 253)	 clarifies	 this	 by	 stating	 that	 ‘’the	 role	 of	 libraries	 is	 increasing,	 not	













impact	on	 the	personal	 lives	of	 students,	 previous	 studies	have	discovered.	As	 stated	by	Boyd	
(2014)	above,	there	is	a	relationship	between	identity	and	social	networks	-	where	individuals	in	a	
network	have	common	singular,	multiple,	or	overlapping	 identities.	Thurlow	et	al.	 (2004,	p.96)	








David	Holmes	make	an	 interesting	observation	about	 ‘’identity	nowadays’’.	 In	 the	past,	people	


















‘’to	 get	 information	 from	 their	 friends’’	 and	 they	use	most	 social	 network	 sites	 like	 Facebook,	
YouTube,	Twitter,	Foursquare	and	Google	plus+	because	‘’most	people	around	them	uses	it	and	it	
allows	them	to	get	in	touch	with	more	people.’’	
Generally,	 young	 people	 move	 between	 different	 social	 environments	 [their	 interaction	 with	
unrelated	group	of	people,	with	people	that	they	have	common	interests	with,	their	classmates]	
“they	 manoeuvre	 between	 different	 contexts	 that	 they	 have	 collectively	 built	 and	 socially	
constructed’’	(Boyd,	2014,	p.41)	
This	sense	of	context	 is	shaped	by	time,	setting	and	audience,	however,	 is	not	cleanly	defined.	
Social	 context	 is	not	new	 to	 the	young	people,	but	 technology	 (which	 includes	 the	creation	of	
social	networking	sites)	has	made	it	easy	for	young	people	to	move	around	the	different	social	









site	 and	 share	 their	 music	 with	 their	 friend;	 LastFM	 is	 also	 an	 ‘’important	 social	 networking	
elements’’	 that	has	 a	 large	 library	 to	 store	music,	 videos	 and	 images,	 it	 also	 allows	 it	 users	 to	
connect	with	people	with	similar	tastes	(Harris,	2015).	YouTube	is	another	popular	social	network	
sites	that	international	college	students	use	to	listen	and	watch	videos	Rahman	(2014)	discovers.		


















































to	 Learning	 (2009)	 is	 more	 objective,	 statistics	 can	 be	 used	 to	 generalise	 findings	 and	 it	 is	 a	
representative	of	the	population	that	is	needed	for	a	study.	
Surveying	is	defined	by	Berger	(2000,	p.187)	as	a	research	method	that	is	used	to	get	information	
about	a	certain	group	of	people	that	represent	a	 larger	group	of	people	that	 is	of	 interest	to	a	
research	 study.	Wiseman	 and	 Aron	 (1972,	 p.37)	 further	 defines	 surveying	 as:	 ‘’A	 method	 for	
































By	 using	 a	mixed	method	 approach,	 this	 dissertation	 is	 of	 the	 advantages	 of	 having	 both	 the	
qualitative	and	qualitative	techniques	with	the	aim	of	achieving	both	substance	and	conclusion	to	
work.	 	There	are	many	reasons	why	a	mixed	method	approach	 is	 suitable	 for	 this	dissertation.	
‘’Mixed	methods	assists	the	total	understanding	of	the	research	problem’’	(Hesse-Biber,	2010).		
The	phrase	 ‘’total	understanding’’	 is	 important	 to	 comprehend	 the	 reason	 for	using	 the	mixed	
research.	While	survey	can	measure	certain	parts	of	a	research	question,	an	 interview	can	add	
symbolism	and	words	to	the	details	and	consequently	add	to	the	totality	of	the	study.		






























writes	 that	 when	 conducting	 a	 survey	 research,	 having	 a	 focus	 is	 necessary	 and	 getting	 a	
representative	sampling	of	the	social	group	that	is	needed	for	the	survey	is	crucial	and	answers	
gotten	from	the	survey	will	be	manageable.			






















To	 find	 out	 the	 use	 of	 social	 network	 sites	 by	 international	 students	 in	 America,	 Fread	 (2014)	






closely	 with	 international	 students	 in	 Griffith	 College	 Dublin,	 Including	 the	 Griffith	 College	
International	Office	and	student	union.	With	their	assistance,	emails	were	sent	out	to	some	of	the	








link	 to	 the	 survey,	 I	 decided	 to	 send	 a	 mail	 to	 Griff	 Accommodation	 Office	 to	 help	 with	 the	
distribution	of	 the	 survey	 via	 email.	 In	 addition	 to	 this,	 I	 physically	walked	up	 to	 international	
students	on	Griffith	College’s	campus,	and	gave	them	links	to	the	survey.	With	this	I	was	able	to	
get	adequate	responses	within	10	days.		
For	the	 interviews,	 I	randomly	picked	four	 international	students	of	Griffith	College	Dublin	that	
were	willing	to	participate	in	the	interview	out.	The	interviewees	were	interviewed	via	WhatsApp,	







identification	 like	 their	 name,	 and	 that	 they	will	 be	mentioned	 in	 the	 study	 as	 interviewee	 1,	
interviewee	2	and	so	on.			
3.7-Ethical	Issues	































































followed	 by	 Accounting	 and	 finance	 (14%),	 Computing	 science	 (10%),	 Law	 (9%),	 international	
tourism	 and	 hospitality	management	 (8%),	 Business	 (8%),	 Design	 (7%),	 English	 language	 (6%),	










































































































































































































































































































































The	majority	of	 the	comments	above	 state	 that	 social	network	 sites	have	helped	 international	































































































47%	 of	 the	 respondents	 identify	 that	 they	 sometimes	 communicate	 with	 people	 from	 other	
countries	who	 live	 in	Dublin	via	 social	network	sites,	16%	picked	never,	13%	picked	often	14%	
picked	 very	 often	 and	 9%	 picked	 not	 applicable.	 This	 demonstrates	 that	 majority	 of	 the	
respondents	 sometimes	communicate	with	people	 from	other	 countries	who	 live	 in	Dublin	via	
social	network	sites.	





























































their	home	country	on	social	network	sites	sometimes	meet	 them	 in	 real	 life,	18%	often	meet	
them	in	real	life,	15%	picked	very	often	and	13%	never	meet	them	in	real	life.	This	implies	that	

























































































































































From	 the	 above	 figure,	 30.6%	 of	 the	 respondents	 believe	 that	 social	 network	 sites	 have	 a	
significant	 impact	 in	their	 lives,	29.6%	picked	moderate	 impact,	18.4%	picked	 little	 impact,	and	








































In	 regards	 to	 improving	communication	 skills,	majority	 (31.3%)	of	 the	 respondent	 identify	 that	
social	network	sites	have	little	impact	in	their	lives,	while	a	close	percentage	of	30.3%	identify	that	
it	has	a	significant	impact,	25.3%	picked	moderate	impact	and	13.1%	of	the	respondent	picked	no	
impact.	 This	 demonstrates	 that	 social	 networking	 sites	 have	 little	 impact	 on	 majority	 of	 the	
respondent.		
	



























From	 the	 above	 figure,	 23.5%	 of	 the	 respondents	 believe	 that	 social	 network	 sites	 have	 a	
significant	 impact	 in	their	 lives,	18.4%	picked	moderate	 impact,	27.6%	picked	 little	 impact,	and	



























From	 the	 above	 figure,	 51.5%	 of	 the	 respondents	 believe	 that	 social	 network	 sites	 have	 a	
significant	 impact	 in	their	 lives,	23.7%	picked	moderate	 impact,	13.4%	picked	 little	 impact,	and	






















































































From	 the	 below	 figure,	 it	 can	 be	 seen	 that	 social	 network	 sites	 have	 little	 impact	 in	 terms	 of	
reduction	of	time	for	play	and	exercise	in	the	vast	majority	of	the	respondents	(31.6%),	30.6%	of	


































































































































































































































































































social	 network	 sites.	 Though	 the	 data	 was	 limited	 to	 writing	 out	 just	 three	 purposes,	 some	
common	themes	were	observed.		














Another	 interesting	 finding	 from	 the	above	 comments	 is	 that	 some	 international	 students	use	
social	network	sites	to	stalk	their	friends	and	family	back	home,	which	is	understandable	because	




































sites	 especially	 Facebook	 was	 helpful	 between	 a	 lecturer	 and	 a	 student.	 However,	 in	 Dublin	
communication	 between	 a	 lecturer	 and	 a	 student	 is	 very	 tough.	 I	 think	 lecturers	 should	
communicate	a	whole	lot	more	with	students	first	before	moving	to	social	network	sites.’’		
	










































Briefly,	 the	 issue	of	 homesickness	 and	 loneliness	 is	 reduced	and	 sometimes	eliminated	due	 to	










While	 interviewee	four	contradicts	the	above	suggestion.	She	stated	 ‘’I	do	not	think,	 this	 is	 the	
responsibility	of	the	colleges	to	improve	interpersonal	relationships	because	they	have	a	student	
union	body	which	attends	 to	 the	extracurricular	activities	of	 students	and	 I	 think	 they	are	 very	
effective	and	helpful.’’	
	
In	 brief,	 the	 student	 union	 body	 is	 available	 for	 international	 students	 to	 create	 interpersonal	
relationships	with	other	international	students	and	national	students,	nevertheless	more	efforts	
should	 be	 made	 as	 some	 international	 students	 are	 able	 to	 communicate	 better	 online	 than	
through	face	to	face	communication.		
	























and	 that	 social	 network	 sites	 have	 indeed	 impacted	 their	 academic	 lives	 [because	 they	 are	
students	in	a	foreign	land]	and	their	personal	lives	[because	they	are	far	away	from	home]	both	
positively	 and	 negatively.	 	 These	 social	 network	 sites	 are	 mainly	 used	 for	 relationship	













Apart	 from	getting	 information	on	social	network	sites	 for	their	academic	research,	essays	and	





In	 Faruk	 (2015)	 research	 study,	 it	 was	 discovered	 that	 some	 of	 the	 positive	 impacts	 of	 social	
network	 sites	 on	 students’	 academic	 lives	 include	 communication,	 discussion,	 motivation,	
enabling	restudying,	easy	to	reach.	This	survey	has	a	similar	finding.			
In	addition	to	this,	the	survey	discovered	that	communicating	with	lectures	via	social	network	sites	
is	 quite	 difficult	 for	 international	 students.	 From	 the	 interview,	 it	 was	 suggested	 that	
communicating	via	social	sites	is	a	means	of	communication	and	should	be	fully	incorporated	in	
colleges,	as	some	college	students	feel	more	comfortable	having	online	conversations	with	their	
lectures	 than	 having	 face	 to	 face	 conversations.	 This	 suggestion	 is	 debatable	 and	 can	 be	
researched	in	future	studies.		
By	 leaving	 their	home	countries,	 international	 students	may	 lose	 their	 close	 relationships	with	
people	 who	 they	 have	 grown	 to	 love	 and	 cherish,	 people	 who	 have	 one	 way	 or	 the	 other	
encouraged	their	sense	of	self	and	support.	As	a	result,	 it	 is	 likely	that	they	may	be	 lonely	and	
battle	 with	 homesickness.	 In	 order	 to	 manage	 such,	 international	 students	 may	 go	 on	 social	













Whereas	 the	 positive	 impacts	 of	 social	 network	 sites	 on	 international	 students	 include	 the	
provision	of	social	interaction,	staying	connected	to	family	and	friends	both	in	Ireland	and	in	home	












Some	 limitations	of	 this	study	should	be	noted.	Firstly,	 the	sample	was	 limited	to	 international	
students	located	in	just	one	college	in	Dublin.	The	findings	might	be	different	if	it	focused	on	all	





summer	 period	 and	 it	 was	 quite	 difficult	 getting	 a	 larger	 number	 of	 international	 students	 to	









development	 in	 this	 generation	 and	 the	 results	 from	 this	 study	 have	 provided	 some	 practical	
implications.	 The	 findings	 can	 inform	 international	 students	 and	 individuals	 who	 work	 with	
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Masters Dissertation Survey 
 
Topic: The implications of social network sites Usage on International College Students' 




1.  Sex 











General Knowledge of Social Network Sites 




6. Which of the following social network sites do you use most often in Dublin? 
(Please pick three) Check 









 Other:  
7. On average, how many days do you use social network sites in a 
week? 
 
8. On average, how much time do you spend daily on a social 
network sites? Mark only one oval. 
 Less than 1 hour 
 1 to 12 hours per day 
 13  24 hours per day 
9. Do you think you are addicted to social network sites Mark only 
one oval. 




 Strongly disagree 
SECTION C 
 
Impacts of social network sites on your academic life  
10. Do social network sites have a huge impact on your academic life? Mark only one 
oval. 




 Strongly disagree 








 Very often 
 Not applicable 








 Very Often 
 Not applicable 
14. Are you able to share and discuss inclass lectures with your class mates on social 




 Very often 
 Not applicable 





 Very often 










 Very often 
 Not applicable 
17. Have social network sites improved your academic life in any other way? Mark only 
one oval. 
 Yes  
No 
 
   
Section D 
 
Impacts of social network sites on your personal life  
19. Do social network sites have a huge impact on your personal life? Mark only one 
oval. 




 Strongly disagree 
20. Are you able to express yourself better on social networks than face to face 
conversations in Dublin? Mark only one oval. 
 A great deal 
 Much 
 Somewhat 




21 Do you get to communicate with your family and friends back home on social network 




 A great deal 
 Much 
 Somewhat 
 A little 
 No 
22. How often is the communication with your family and friends back home on social 
network sites? Mark only one oval. 
 Very frequently 
 Frequently 
 Rarely 
 Very rarely 
 Never 
23. Do you communicate with people from your country who live in Dublin on social 




 Very often 
 Not applicable 
24. Do you communicate with people from other countries in Dublin on social network 




 Very often 
 Not applicable 
25 Does social networking improve your interpersonal relationship with Irish students? 




 Very often 
 Not applicable 
26. Does social networking improve your interpersonal relationship with students from 





 Very often 
 Not applicable 








 Very Often 
 Not applicable 
 No 
29. Have you ever made friends with people from your home country on social network 









 Very Often 
 Not applicable 










SECTION E: Positive impact of Social Networking 
 
4– significant impact 
3– moderate impact 
2– little impact 
1 – no impact  
33. Provision of a basis for social 
interaction Mark only one oval. 
1 2 3 4 
 
34. Educational impact Mark only one 
oval. 
1 2 3 4 
 
35 Staying connected to family and friends in Ireland Mark only one oval. 
1 2 3 4 
 
36 Staying connected to family and friends in your home country Mark only one 
oval. 
1 2 3 4 
 
37. Improves communication skills Mark only one oval. 
1 2 3 4 
 
38. Making of new friends in Ireland Mark only one oval. 
1 2 3 4 
 
39. Job opportunities Mark only one oval. 
1 2 3 4 
 
40. Learning more about someone’s life story by just 
checking their page Mark only one oval. 
1 2 3 4 
 
41. Provision of past and current news in Ireland Mark only 
one oval. 
1 2 3 4 
 
42 Provision of past and current news in your home country Mark only one oval. 
	 1 2 3 4 
 






Negative impact of Social Networking 
 
4 – significant impact 
3 – moderate impact 
2 – little impact 
1 – No impact  
44. Cyberbullying Mark only one oval. 
1 2 3 4 
 
45. Exposure to inappropriate content Mark only one oval. 
1 2 3 4 
 
46. Reduced time and attention to college work Mark only 
one oval. 
1 2 3 4 
 
47. Reduced time for play and exercise Mark only one oval. 
1 2 3 4 
 
48 Ruining of any friendship or relationship of yours Mark only one 
oval. 
1 2 3 4 
 
49 Wasting of time and resources Mark only one oval. 
1 2 3 4 
 
50. Social isolation Mark only one oval. 
1 2 3 4 
	 84	
 
51. Online depression Mark only one oval. 
1 2 3 4 
 
52. If there are others, please write them out in details 
 
 
Other reasons for using social network sites  




































4. As	 an	 international	 student,	 how	 do	 you	 think	 colleges	 can	 help	 improve	 your	
interpersonal	relationship	with	other	international	students	and	Irish	students	via	social	
network	sites?		
	
		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
